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A Distant Homeland : People Who Left Karafuto Behind
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Karafuto was once home to a large Japanese population.
Today, it is part of Russia's Sakhalin Oblast. After World War II,
many residents were separated from their homeland, and Kara-
futo became a “distant homeland” for those who could no longer
return.

I have photographed former residents of Karafuto and record-
ed their memories. Their stories reveal little-known experiences
of war, including ground battles, looting, and the hardships of
repatriation. Through these portraits and testimonies, this exhibi-

tion seeks to preserve a history that is gradually fading from

living memory.
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